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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
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ITP Autumn Hiking to Tap Mun 
Reported by Mr. Sam Ying, FITP 

 

Led by Tommy Choy and Sunny Chan, a group of 
20 members and guests of ITP took a trip to Tap 
Mun on 16 Nov 2008. Small groups started 
respectively from Diamond Hill, Tai Mong Chai, 
Pat Tam Chung and Siu Sai Wan, all ended at the 
Wong Shek Pier sharply at 10:20 to catch the 
10:30 ferry to Tap Mun. On such a sunny day, 
with gentle breeze from the sea, it was a perfect 
time for hiking.  
Tap Mun is a small island in the Northeast of New 
Territories, famous for its coastal and rock 
features. The island is about 25 minutes by ferry 
from the Wong Shek Pier. On arrival at Tap Mun, 
team captains showed us the way to the Tin Hau 
Temple. Disappointingly, the temple was under 
renovation where the main objects have been 
removed. Though there was not much to see, 
Tommy had attempted to decipher the decorative 
components over the façade of the temple.   
Leaving the temple, the group followed the paved 
footpath heading towards the seaside.  The walk 
was an easy one, only at a “half-star” difficulty 
level as described in the ITP Circular. In less than 
an hour, we first arrived at the hilltop. 
Commanding a panoramic view of the Northeast 
ocean from this low-lying hilltop area, we were 

but only a hundred meters above sea level. 
Surprising enough, there were many 
holidaymakers setting up their overnight camps 
there. From the knoll, looking down towards the 
rubble beach, there is the icon of Tap Mun, the 
Piling Stones, which consist of two monolithic 
rectangular stone blocks, one sitting on top of the 
other.  
With a view to take a closer look of the Piling 
Stones, and instead of rock-climbing straightly 
down the hill, the group opted to take the side 
route round the hill. Zigzagging down the grassy 
and slick slope to the rubble beach was quite an 
exciting part of the journey. Inching slowly and 
carefully, all members had finally managed to 
reach the rubble beach, and the more energetic 
ones continued to walk closer to the Piling Stones. 
At this moment, photographers, at lease ten among 
the group, started to take pictures. 
Feeling a bit hungry then, the group was looking 
for a restaurant in the “town centre”. There was 
one seafood restaurant, and perhaps the only one 
on the island that opened on demand. With 
shrimps and crabs, chicken and vegetable, the 
food quality was in line with the décor of the 
restaurant. 
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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
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